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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-14 are pending in this office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4-7, 9-11, 13, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Gotou (US Patent 7,085,629). 

4. With respect to claim 1 , Gotou discloses an electronic mail device comprising: 
a mail accepting unit accepting an input of an electronic mail as a processing 

object (Gotou: Column 2, lines 11-12; Figure 4A; Figure 12); 

a keyword extraction unit obtaining a keyword from the electronic mail (Gotou: 
Column 2, lines 12-14; Column 6, lines 59-67; Figure 4A; Figure 12); 

a search unit searching for additional information corresponding to the keyword 
from an additional candidate storage unit stored with candidates for the additional 
information to the mail, etc. processed in the past (Gotou: Column 5, lines 36-53; 
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Column 7, lines 1-6; Figure 12); and 

an adding unit adding the searched additional information to the electronic mail 
as the processing object (Gotou: Column 2, lines 14-20; Column 5, lines 36-53; Column 
7, lines 10-28; Figure 4A; Figure 12). 

5. With respect to claim 2, Gotou discloses an electronic mail device according to 
claim 1 , wherein the keyword extraction unit extracts, as a keyword, information about 
an existing area of a sender or about a pre-registered recipient (Gotou: Column 10, 
lines 55-67; Column 11, lines 16-26; Figure 4B; Figure 9; Figure 12). 

6. With respect to claim 4, Gotou discloses an electronic mail device according to 
claim 1, further comprising an additional information selection unit accepting, in a case 
where the search unit has searched for plural pieces of additional information, a 
selection of the information, which is actually added, from the plural pieces of additional 
information (Gotou: Column 2, lines 11-21; Column 3, lines 2-67; Column 7, lines 11-28; 
Figure 12). 

7. With respect to claim 5, Gotou discloses an electronic mail device according to 
any one of claims 1 through 4, wherein when receiving the electronic mail from a source 
terminal and transmitting the mail to a destination terminal, the additional information is 
added to the electronic mail (Gotou: Column 2, lines 3-21; Figures 4A-4C and 12). 
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8. With respect to claim 6, Gotou discloses a recording medium recorded with an 
information adding program for an electronic mail, for making a computer execute steps 
of: 

accepting an input of an electronic mail as a processing object (Gotou: Column 2, 
lines 11-12; Figure 4A; Figure 12); 

obtaining a keyword from the electronic mail (Gotou: Column 2, lines 12-14; 
Column 6, lines 59-67; Figure 4A; Figure 12); 

searching for additional information corresponding to the keyword from an 
additional candidate storage unit stored with candidates for the additional information to 
the mail, etc. processed in the past (Gotou: Column 5, lines 36-53; Column 7, lines 1-6; 
Figure 12); and 

adding the searched additional information to the electronic mail as the 
processing object (Gotou: Column 2, lines 14-20; Column 5, lines 36-53; Column 7, 
lines 10-28; Figure 4A; Figure 12). 

9. With respect to claim 7, Gotou discloses a recording medium recorded with an 
information adding program for an electronic mail according to claim 6, wherein the step 
of obtaining the keyword involves extracting, as a keyword, information about an 
existing area of a sender. or about a pre-registered recipient (Gotou: Column 10, lines 
55-67; Column 11. lines 16-26; Figure 4B; Figure 9; Figure 12). 



10. 



With respect to claim 9, Gotou discloses a recording medium recorded with an 
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information adding program for an electronic mail according to claim 6, further 
comprising a step of accepting, in the case of having searched for plural pieces of 
additional information in the step of searching for the additional information, a selection 
of the information, which is actually added, from the plural pieces of additional 
information (Gotou: Column 2, lines 11-21; Column 3, lines 2-67; Column 7, lines 11-28; 
Figure 12). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 10, Gotou discloses an information adding method for an 
electronic mail, by which an electronic mail device executes steps of: 

accepting an input of an electronic mail as a processing object (Gotou: Column 2, 
lines 11-12; Figure 4A; Figure 12); 

obtaining a keyword from the electronic mail (Gotou: Column 2, lines 12-14; 
Column 6, lines 59-67; Figure 4A; Figure 12); 

searching for additional information corresponding to the keyword from an 
additional candidate storage unit stored with candidates for the additional information to 
the mail, etc. processed in the past (Gotou: Column 5, lines 36-53; Column 7. lines 1-6; 
Figure 12); and 

adding the searched additional information to the electronic mail as the 
processing object (Gotou: Column 2, lines 14-20; Column 5, lines 36-53; Column 7, 
lines 10-28; Figure 4A; Figure 12). 



12. 



With respect to claim 1 1 , Gotou discloses an information adding method for an 
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electronic mail according to claim 10, wherein the step of obtaining the keyword 
involves extracting, as a keyword, information about an existing area of a sender or 
about a pre-registered recipient (Gotou: Column 10, lines 55-67; Column 11, lines 16- 
26; Figure 4B; Figure 9; Figure 12). 

13. With respect to claim 13, Gotou discloses an information adding method for an 
electronic mail according to claim 10, further comprising a step of accepting, in the case 
of having searched for plural pieces of additional information in the step of searching for 
the additional information, a selection of the information, which is actually added, from 
the plural pieces of additional information (Gotou: Column 2, lines 11-21; Column 3, 
lines 2-67; Column 7, lines 11-28; Figure 12). 

14. With respect to claim 14, Gotou discloses an information adding program for an 
electronic mail, for making a computer execute steps of: 

accepting an input of an electronic mail as a processing object (Gotou: Column 2, 
lines 11-12; Figure 4A; Figure 12); 

obtaining a keyword from the electronic mail (Gotou: Column 2, lines 12-14; 
Column 6, lines 59-67; Figure 4A; Figure 12); 

searching for additional information corresponding to the keyword from an 
additional candidate storage unit stored with candidates for the additional information to 
the mail, etc. processed in the past (Gotou: Column 5, lines 36-53; Column 7, lines 1-6; 
Figure 12); and 
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adding the searched additional information to the electronic mail as the 
processing object (Gotou: Column 2, lines 14-20; Column 5, lines 36-53; Column 7. 
lines 10-28; Figure 4A; Figure 12). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

15. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

16. Claims 3, 8, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gotou (US Patent 7,085,629) as applied to claims 1, 2, 4-7, 9-11, 13, and 14 in the 
35 U.S.C. 102(e) rejection above, in view of Rast (US Publication 2001/0034769). 

17. With respect to claim 3, Gotou discloses an electronic mail device according to 
claim 1, 

Gotou does not explicitly teach, extracting a date and time recorded in relative 
time since a date and time of transmission, an absolute date and time obtained from the 
present date and time, or the present date and time. 

However, Rast discloses claimed extracting a date and time recorded in relative 
time since a date and time of transmission, an absolute date and time obtained from the 
present date and time, or the present date and time (Rast: Paragraph 10, lines 6-9; 
Figure 2). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made, to combine the teachings of Gotou and Rast to have 
the keyword extraction unit extracting a date and time for the benefit of providing the 
delivery of email messages at a specified time (Rast: Paragraph 23, lines 1-2). 

18. With respect to claim 8, Gotou in view of Rast discloses a recording medium 
recorded with an information adding program for an electronic mail according to claim 6, 
wherein the step of obtaining the keyword involves extracting, as a keyword, a date and 
time recorded in relative time since a date and time of transmission, an absolute date 
and time obtained from the present date and time, or the present date and time (Rast: 
Paragraph 10, lines 6-9; Figure 2). 

19. With respect to claim 12, (3otou discloses an information adding method for an 
electronic mail according to claim 10, wherein the step of obtaining the keyword 
involves extracting, as a keyword, a date and time recorded in relative time since a date 
and time of transmission, an absolute date and time obtained from the present date and 
time, or the present date and time (Rast: Paragraph 10, lines 6-9; Figure 2). 

Conclusion 

20. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The llcisin reference (US Publication 2002/0044067) teaches 
about message delivery based on geographical and temporal parameters. The Tuvey 
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reference (US Publication 2002/0019849) teaches about an information communication 
system. The Yamamoto reference (US Publication 2005/0165739) teaches about 
extracting words from mail documents that correspond to the user's interest. 
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ConUict Information 



21 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rezwanui Mahmood whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5625. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 10 A.M. - 5 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571)272-4085. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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